

















October 6, 1951

HARIJAN

contempt ; and have hinted that there was some bloc of
mine at that time. If you had tried to ascertain the facts,
you would have seen that when I saw that in my view
an injustice was being done, I alone resigned from the
Congress before voting against it. For, it was the right
course under the rules.

_ In this way many of your expressions reveal a partia-
lity devoid of truth. If I were to refute here all these
points, this letter will be unnecessarily lengthy.

If you yourself cannot introspectively perceive the
untruth in your expresslons, it will be no use my saying
anything about it.

Yours
(8d.) P. D. TANDON

PS. You will no doubt publish your article in Harijan.
Tf you deem proper you may publish your letter to me
and this my letter as also my enclosed statement in
Harijan.

(Translated from Hindi) (Sd.) P. D. TANDON

(The statement and my reply have been already pub-
lished in the Harijan of 15-9-'51. My letter of the Ist was a
brief one enclosing copies of the statements and article.
Tts publication is not important. The relevant portion of

my reply to the above is given below —K. G. M)
Bajajwadi, Wardha,
5/6-9-'51
Shraddheya * Tandonji,
® - -

Now to your letter.

1. I had read the whole of your Nasik speech and I
approved some of your views. Your views regarding
religion and culture were, as you say in your letter, only
briefly touched. Since I had no intimate knowledge of
your life and ideas and since those who are regarded to
be men of your party seemed to me to hold very much
bigoted views, my opinion remained what I have stated in
the article. Then I saw in the way in which you and
they have pr i and propagated your respective
views a militant spirit which reminded me of the Arya-
samaj spirit. That was the reason of my using that
expression. Now that you have cleared up the point about
yourself, T am glad to accept it. It would be good if all
those who are with you, and still better, if the whole
Congress, would make it known that they agree with
these views of yours. .

2, Tandon Bloc: I welcome your clarification of
the word bloc. Even when I used that expression, I
did not suggest an organized group. Even so, it has to be
admitted or, say, I at least have the Impression that while
there is a solid group of Congress workers working for
you or under your name, there is not any working for
Jawaharlaljl. And this does give the appearance of a
bloe or group. This might be in spite of your unwilling-
ness; but that is a different matter. However, I accept
your clarification so far as you personally are concerned.
A_nd yet the reality has to be accepted that there does
exist today a group of workers known as Tandon-party
people. i
3. In the interest of the public, I wish to bring to
your attention one more subject. If the views which T
have ascribed to you are in fact untrue, I can give them
up upon your own assurance, because temperamentally I
am trustful. But these doubts are shared by a large section
of the people. I have the impression that a large number
of people hold the same vilews about you as 1 have
ascribed to you. The fact that the groups opposed to
Congress and attached to communallsm, such as the
R.S8.8. and the Hindu Mahasabha, evinced keen interest
in your election and rejoiced over your victory indicates
what trends and ideology they take you to represent.
‘What is, then, the source of this con.fuslon. wherein I!ﬁs
‘the obscurity, that the groups profi
_re_gal_\_i you as nearer themselves, and Pandit Nehru
farther away ? I would very humbly suggest that for

i ¢ Literally, trustworthy, term usually addressed to
ers.

vour own sake and for the good and the purity of
Congress, this point should be made perfectly clear so
that communalists either inside or outside the Congress
may not labour under the {llusion that they can cpunt on
your help or that of the Congress in propagaung their
#wn ideclogy or plans.

4, Moreover, the appmach tqwards oommuml and
cultural questions is not the only difference pointed ?:.u:
by me in my article between Nehru and you. There are
other points as well. It is the sum total of all these views
which I sought to convey by the deslgnation Tandon bloc
or Tandon ideology. It is quite likely that some of these
views are not held by you personally, but by your sup-
porters. They ave dftributed to you because you have not
openly disowned them. For Instance, I may refer to the
views expressed in the two statements of Shri Mishra, or
the views of Baba Raghavdas regarding the restoration to
the Hindus of the old temples converted into.mosques.
All these questions assume importance in “the Nehm-
Tandon mntrnversy

5. You decided to leave these po!nls out for fear of
making the letter long. I wouldll_-ggugst you to ignore ne.
Even if you feel that I have formed certain prejudices
which are too firmly fixed to be removed, please do not
hesitate to make use of my statement and article if they
afford an occasion for removing the doubts of séveral
Congressmen, the public, and perhaps Jawaharlalji. him-
self, What can be a greater benefit to the public than that
the public, the Congress, Jawaharlaljl and you should
know one another fully and non-doubtingly ? It will do
an fmmense good to all concerned, if you do so in the
coming session of the A.LC.C.

6. 1 believe that the momernt I realize my mistake,
and perceive truth, I do not hesitate to own it. Neverthe-
less, it is possible that I may fail to discriminate between
truth and untruth in certain matters. Even so, you ‘should
make every effort to dispel the doubts fmm the minds of
the public regardless ‘of me.

- Yours
(8d.) KISHORLAL MASHRUWALA
{Transi.ated from Hindi)
(After the conclusion of the A.L(L C. meeting, I
addressed the following letter to Shri Tandonji).
Bajajwadi, Wardha,
| 108751
Shraddheya Shri Tandonii, i

I received your telegram last night. Thanks.

I think that under the changed ecircumstances, the
publication of the correspondence will be without any
purpose. Hence, with your consent, I have withheld its
publication.

You have had to pass Lhmugh considgrable m-tal
disquietude during the last few days. Unfortunately, I
too became instrumental in it. Ever since Subhas Babu's
Presidentship of the Tripura Congress became a failure,
and Kripalanijl was obliged to resign his place at Meerut,
I have come to the,conclusion that an individual not
acceptable to the dominant leadership of an otgs,ni;an fon
is mever successful as its head. As a matter of fact, the
Congress has again and again demonstrated the truth of
this proposition ever since the Surat Congress of 1907,
when the Presidentship of Shri Rasbihari Ghosh proved
a failure. What ideclogy will' ultimately prmﬂ_h
secondary question here: the important and decisive
factor s — which ideology or individual or group 'ﬁdi-
viduals, is dominant for the time being. Though I knew
that you had the support of no less a person than the
Sudnrhmﬂ.lﬂwm!eammm amngpmmtﬁs
not going to last,

What more need I adp:l? I! pE ha#e displeased you in
any way, I crave your paxd.on 'I'hare was nothing
personal in this. Myrespectforyuuhasmf
in any way ; rather, it has increased much by the ‘manner
in which you upheld the djgnity ‘of your office. . =

ve3 feey e

.ﬂ.lﬂ'k" >
HASHHU'W%}{%

 (8d) K]SHORLAL
{Translnted from Hindi)






